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so desperate is his situation. Thus, instead of trying soberly
to correct and restore the constitution, we are leaping at
once to improving upon it; and thus the national spirit that
had arisen, and might have done some service, will be wasted
in chimerical projects, and only sow altercation. However,
negative good it must have done, for it has checked profusion
and waste; and has shown the court that the lion was
dormant, but not toothless.

You will perceive, perhaps, that my conjectures and
prognostics vary; and it is natural you should conclude
that I form my reasonings from the moment. So I do ;
that is, I conjecture from present appearances, but I reason
from the causes that make appearances vary. Bodies of
men, multitudes, do not act on one regular system: in the
present case, the committee started out of the earth, were
not set on foot by the leaders of opposition, and will not be
led by them, at least till they have been humoured by them
for some time. Besides, their own leaders may not have
just the same views as the Parliamentary leaders; and the
more articles either or both frame for the political creed in
which they are to agree, into the more sects they will split.
So much the better, if any part would violate the constitu-
tion. It is good that the court should know it will be
resisted if it attempts against the constitution: but as no
country ever yet had so good an one, though not perfect,
I do not desire anybody should mend it; because I do not
know that they will not make more errors than they found,
and I have not so high an opinion of the virtue or wisdom
of the present age as to discern the sublime legislators who
can improve the system laid down at the Eevolution. To
that point let us always return when necessary. It will be
time enough to make improvements afterwards.

Observe, this letter is but a week younger than my last.
Your nephew says you complained of my silence, but ownedthe latter must stick at nothing,ch, at least,  the collection of the Landgrave of
